To: Grantham, Nancy[Grantham. Nancy@epa.gov] 

From: Harrison, Melissa 

Sent: Thur 10/8/2015 3:16:43 AM 

Subject: Re: Initial Administrative Record file for the Gold King Mine Release Site 

Probably. I'll reply all and loop you in. 

Melissa Harrison 
Press Secretary 
EPA 

Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208 

Harrlson.Melissa@epa.gov 


On Oct 7, 2015, at 7:1 1 PM, Grantham, Nancy < Grantham. Nancy @,epa.gov > wrote: 


Thinking I should jump in? Thx ng 
Sent from my iPhone 

On Oct 7, 2015, at 7:23 PM, Harrison, Melissa < Ha r rlson.Melissa@epa.gov > wrote: 


FYI. 

Melissa Harrison 
Press Secretary 
EPA 

Office: (202) 564-8421 
Mobile: (202) 697-0208 

Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 


Begin forwarded message: 


From: Cynthia Peterson < Peterson.Cvnthia@epamail.epa.gov > 

Date: October 7, 2015 at 6: 1 1 :47 PM CDT 

To: < Press@epa.gov> 

Cc: Libby Faulk < Faulk.Libby@.epamail.epa.gov >. Paula Smith 

< Smith. Paula@epamail.epa.gov >. Johanna Miller 
< Miller. Johanna@epamall.epa.gov >. Richard Mylott 
< Mvlott.Richard@epamail.epa.gov >. Laura Jenkins 
< Jenkins.Laura@epamail.epa.gov >. Lisa Mcclain-Vanderpool < Mcclain- 
V anderpool .Lisa@epamall.epa.gov > 
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Subject: FW: Initial Administrative Record file for the Gold King Mine 
Release Site 


Please see request from Silverton Standard for sketch plan for the 
temporary water treatment facility being built at Gladstone. I am following 
up with R8 site assessment for confirmation of the timeline he outlines and 
will get back to you on that. 

Thanks! 

Cynthia 

Cynthia Peterson 

Community Involvement Coordinator 
Public Affairs and Community Involvement 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region VIII 
1595 Wynkoop St. (80C-PAI) 

Denver, CO 80202-1129 
303-312-6879 - direct dial 


From: Silverton Standard rmailto:silvertonstandard@animas.netl 

Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2015 8:17 AM 
To: Peterson, Cynthia 

Subject: Re: Initial Administrative Record file for the Gold King Mine Release 
Site 


Hi Cynthia; 

Thanks. I saw it online. 
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I would still like to see any sketch plan —if available — for the temporary facility 
that is being built at Gladstone. 

-Mark 


Also I am still a bit puzzled how the record does not show the EPA initiative in 
2010-2012 on Superfund. 

The EPA did studies then, concluded the four mine adits qualify for NPL, but 
then found lack of community support. 


This is my timeline based on reporting at the time: 

Fall 2010 — The Environ- mental Protection Agency con- ducted intensive water and soil sampling 
in the upper Cement Creek area in recent weeks to see if the area may qualify as a Superfund site. 

May 201 1 — With the Envi- ronmental Protection Agency preparing to release its decision on 
whether a cluster of mines near Gladstone qualifies for Superfund designation, the Ani- mas River 
Stakeholders Group is approaching a crossroads. 

And the three coordinators of the group say the ARSG — open to anyone interested in Animas 
River water quality — is unable to reach a consensus on the pos- sible Superfund designation. 

August 201 1 — A handful of abandoned mines near Glad- stone are responsible for enough 
contamination of Cement Creek and the Animas River to justify Superfund listing, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency, but that won’t happen without community support. 

In a Town Hall meeting Thursday, Aug. 18, EPA officials reviewed data from their fall 2010 
sampling of Cement Creek and the Animas River. They 

say water quality is worsening, with zinc, lead and other heavy metals at elevated levels. 


This in turn is being blamed for the loss of three of four trout species since 2005 in the upper 
Animas. 

September 201 1 — A brief Environmental Protection Agency presentation on the possibility of 
using Superfund to address water quality issues on Cement Creek was greeted with some 
skepticism at Town Hall on Monday night, Sept. 12. Some attending the meeting even questioned 
whether there was enough data to support 

the conclusion that there was a serious problem. 
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October 201 1 — Sunny- 

side Gold Corp. has offered to contribute up to $6.5 million to address water quality issues in 
Cement Creek and the Animas River, including up to $5 mil- lion to operate “a cost-effective” 
treatment plant to process taint- ed water spewing from mine portals above Silverton. 

In an Oct. 4 letter to the Ani- mas River Stakeholders Group coordinators and BLM district manager 
Lori Armstrong, Sunnyside’s president, Lauren Roberts, said the company “does not view that a 
Superfund list- ing would be constructive and would vigorously contest any al- leged liability under 
Superfund.” 

October 201 1 — Sunnyside Gold Corp. wants the Silverton Town Council to support its approach 
for a collaborative process for addressing water quality problems associated with dormant mines 
above Gladstone. 

Sunnyside, as a former mine operator in the area, has been identified by the EPA as one of several 
“potentially responsible parties" that could be held liable for cleaning up the problem 

if the sites were placed on the National Priorities List. 

“We’re trying to convince you that a collaborative process is the best way,” Larry Perino, Sunnyside 
Gold Reclamation manager, told the Town Coun- cil. “It would be helpful if you let the EPA know 
what your thoughts are.” 

November 201 1 — Some members of the Anima River Stakeholders Group are asking the 
Environmental Protection Agency to “hold its fire” on seeking Superfund listing for Cement Creek 
mine drainages. 

And Sunnyside Gold Corp. president Lauren Roberts warned the EPA that it will face a lengthy 
legal fight if it seeks to nominate the sites for the Na- tional Priorities List under the so-called 
Superfund legislation. 


April 2012 — The Environmental Protection Agency has something to say to Silverton: 

“We heard you loud and clear,” said Mark Hestmark, act- ing office director for ecosystems 
protection and remediation at the EPA’s regional office in Denver. 

“We are going to set aside the whole Superfund listing in the interest of continuing to collaborate 
with you and the Animas River Stakeholders Group, as we have for the last 17 years,” Hestmark 
said last week in a meeting with town and county officials. 

June 2013 — Sunnyside Gold Corp. and the Environmental Protection Agency are conduct- ing 
talks aimed at a compre- hensive settlement to resolve possible water quality liability issues related 
to past Sunnyside operations in the basin. 

Mike Holmes of the EPA said the agency has been “working with Sunnyside Gold, exchang- ing 
information on settlement issues — liability issues for a long-term settlement.” 
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On Oct 6, 2015, at 7:02 PM, Peterson, Cynthia wrote: 


Hi, Mark. 


Since we had such a problem getting you access to the Red and 
Bonita Administrative Record at the Silverton Library, I just wanted to 
let you know that the Gold King Mine initial Administrative Record is 
available on line at: http://www2.epa.qov/qoldkinqmine/qold-kinq-mine- 
initial-administrative-record 


Cynthia 

Cynthia Peterson 

Community Involvement Coordinator 
Public Affairs and Community Involvement 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region VIII 
1595 Wynkoop St. (80C-PAI) 

Denver, CO 80202-1129 
303-312-6879 -direct dial 
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